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Law enforcement is a difficult enough 
challenge without the added risk of 
improvised explosive devices. The damage 
wrought by bombs is a pernicious horror, 
striking random, innocent victims, as seen 
in the bombing of the Khobar Towers 
housing complex at the U.S. Air Base in 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia and in Centennial 
Park during the Summe: Olympic Games 
in Atlanta, Georgia, Borbers are often 
indiscriminate and frequently evade law 
enforcement by the remote nature of their 
crimes, frustrating the investigators, the 
forensic scientists, the entire law 
community, and the public. Terrorists and 
criminals are able to utilize improvised 
explosive mixtures in combination with 
sophisticated fuzing systems. It is for these 
reasons that the resources of all law 
enforcement must unite and work together 
to combat terrorism. It is the commitment 
of the FBI to use the resources of its 
Laboratory Division’s Bomb Data Center 
(BDC) to support the fight against bombings 
nationwide and worldwide. 


Bomb Data Center 


The BDC began as the National Bomb Data 
Center in 1970. It was initially funded 
through the Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration (LEAA) and managed by 
the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police. In 1972, the administration of the 
program was transferred to the FBI. 
Technical supports from the U.S. Army’s 
Picatinny Arsenal ended in 1976 when 
LEAA funding ceased. The FBI BDC then 
took over the responsibility for technology 
transfer, training and publications. The 
BDC’s many distinct responsibilities are 
outlined on the following pages. 


Technical Training Program 


The BDC oversees the technical training 
of all public safety, bomb disposal personnel 
at the Hazardous Devices School (HDS), 
Redstone Arsenal, Huntsville, Alabama. 
Since 1981, the FBI has funded and 
administered the HDS through the BDC 
when Congress mandated that the FBI 
would assume this responsibility. HDS is 
the only school in the United States that 
trains public safety officials as bomb 
disposal technicians. To date, more than 
5,500 technicians have graduated from the 
Basic course and 4,400 have received 
refresher training. 


In direct support of the FBI's domestic and 
international terrorism programs, the BDC 
also provides field training in bombing 
investigations and explosive device 
recognition. The unit conducts Post Blast 
Investigators’ Schools where bombing 
evidence collection, preservation, and 
evaluation are stressed. This training is 
only available to public safety personnel 
with investigative responsibilities in 
bombing cases. 


The unit also teaches Regional Bomb 
Technician Seminars. The topics covered 
include the construction and use of 
improvised explosive devices, techniques 
for remote neutralization, discussions of 
research and development, and a review of 
new technical equipment. This seminar is 
only available to trained bomb technicians 
who are HDS graduates. 


In keeping with its mission for bomb 


technician safety and professionalism, the 
BDC holds the Bomb Squad Commander's 
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Conterence every eighteen months. Bomb 
squad commanders from across the United 
States attend these conferences, Topics 
covered have included bomb squad 
management and safety, domestic and 
international bombing trends, and an 
overview of bomb disposal techniques. 


information/intelligence Program 


The BDC collects and reports bombing 
information to public safety agencies, 
elected officials and other interested parties. 
The graphs and tables contained in the body 
of this summary reflect the use of explosive, 
incendiary, and hoax devices by criminals 
in the United States. In addition to these 
types of incidents, state and local public 
safety agencies also report incidents 
involving the recovery of improvised 
explosive devices, explosives, and military 
ordnance. 


Another part of the unit's information/ 
intelligence program is the collection, 
collation, and dissemination of technical 
information about improvised devices; 
render safe procedures; explosives research; 
and information about bomb technician 
equipment. The principal publications of 
the BDC through which this is accomplished 
are as follows: 


Special Technician Bulletins contain 
technical information intended for HDS 
trained bomb technicians. Detailed in this 
type of publication are render safe 
techniques, specialized equipment, unusual 
improvised explosive devices, and technical 
safety information. 


Investigator Bulletins contain technical 
information useful to the public safety officer 
trained to conduct a bombing crime scene 
investigation. This technical data includes 
information on bomb construction and 
potential crime scene hazards. 
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General Information Bulletins delineate 
the results of private tests on bomb 
handling and detection equipment, general 
evacuation procedures, and the elements 
necessary for good physical security. 


Foreign Cooperation 


The BDC operates as a clearinghouse for 
information on bombing incidents and 
new render safe procedures as reported in 
the United States and abroad, Contact is 
maintained with bomb data centers in the 
following countries: Australia, Canada, 
England, Germany, Israel, New Zealand, 
Spain, and Switzerland. Additional foreign 
cooperation in bombing matters is provided 
by an aggressive Legat program. When 
circumstances dictate, the international 
bomb data center community can be relied 
upon for immediate information and 
expertise. 


The FBI has established the Law 
Enforcement Online (LEQ) system, a 
restricted online service that provides a 
secure means of communication for law 
enforcement and public safety personnel. 
Within the LEO system, the BDC has a 
site that provides bombing related 
information exclusively for the bomb 
technician and investigator coinmunities. 
In addition, general information is 
available to anyone on the FBI’s Home 
Page website at www.fbi.gov. 


Research and Development Program 


The BDC also conducts extensive research 
and development for enhanced render safe 
procedures and technical equipment for 
bomb disposal personnel. The unit 
manages a variety of research programs 
involving remote render safe technology, 
detection of explosives, and neutralization 
techniques for explosive devices. 


Operational Support Program 


In response to requests for explosives-related 
technical support for special events, the unit 
possesses two bomb disposal trucks and 
total containment vessels. Each bomb truck 
contains all the necessary render safe 
equipment to include a bomb disposal robot, 
bomb protective suits, screening and 
disruption equipment. This technical support 
is in keeping with the unit's philosophy in 
using remote and safe procedures unless a 
life-threatening situation leaves no other 
alternative. 


In 1996, the BDC provided operational 
support at the Summer Olympic and 
Paralympic Games in Atlanta, Georgia, the 
Superbowl in Tempe, Arizona; the Jewish 
Federation Council in Seattle, Washington; 
the Democratic National Convention in 
Chicago, Illinois; and the Republican 
National Convention in San Diego, 
California. 

The BDC was also operationally 
supportive during many of the major crises 
of 1996 to include the investigation of the 
crash of TWA Flight 800 off the coast of 
Long Island, New York; the bombing of the 
Khobar Towers housing complex at the U.S. 


Mailing Address 


Air Base in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia; the 
Olympic Centennial Park bombing in Atlanta, 
Georgia; and the Mountaineer Militia plot to 
bomb several federal buildings in West 
Virginia, 


The BDC’s commitment ts one of aiding the 
bomb technician and investigator communities 
through active support of major operations, 
This support includes enhanced training for 
bomb technicians and investigators, continued 
development of disrupter technology and 
development of new ways of identifying 
explosive residues from improvised explosive 
mixtures. In addition, the unit provides 
equipment and personnel support to supplement 
state and local law enforcement in time of 
increased demand and reduced budgets. 
The BDC is dedicated to providing the highest 
possible level of service and support to federal, 
state, and lccal law enforcement agencies in 
the field of bombing investigations. 


if you would like additional information 
about the BDC, its programs or 
publications, please contact us at: 


- Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Laboratory Division 
Bomb Data Center 


J. Edgar Hoover Building 

Room 1B327, Box 22 

935 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20535-0001 


E-mail Address 


- labeubdc@fbi.gov 


Telephone Numb »r - (202) 324-2696 
Facsimile Number - (202) 324-3784 
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The FBI Bomb Data Center (BDC) collects and reports bombing information to public safety agencies, 
elected officials and the interested public. The graphs and tables contained in the body of the summary 
reflect the use of explosive and incendiary devices by criminals in the United States. Statistics show 
criminals are continually using these devices to facilitate unlawful purposes. This places the public and 
law enforcement personnel at great risk. 


The information contained in the charts comes from bombing incidents reported in 1996 and its territories. 
Also presented are statistics regarding hoax devices, recoveries of improvised devices, explosives, and 
military ordnance. 


State and local public safety agencies (to include over 600 bomb squads) make a significant contribution 
in reporting these types of incidents to the FBI. In addition, the BDC gathers information from the Postal 
Inspection Service; Military Explosive Ordnance Disposal units; and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms. 


While we make every effort to obtain data on all bombing incidents, it is necessary to point out that not 
every incident is reported to law enforcement agencies, or in rare instances, those reported to the agencies 
may not come to the attention of the FBI. Special thanks go to the agencies mentioned above whose 
participation makes our goal of accurately reporting bombing statistics obtainable. 


Overview of 1996 Bombing Statistics 


Two thousand five hundred and seventy-three (2,573) bombing incidents were reported to the Bomb Data 
Center (BDC) in 1996. This is a slight decrease in incidents reported in 1995 which totaled 2,577. 


Overall, the use of explosives in bombings accounted for 76% of the incidents. The remaining 24% of 
the bombings utilized incendiary materials. Most often bombings in the United States are carried out with 
improvised or incendiary devices. 


In 73% of the bombing incidents, the devices functioned as designed; 27% of the bombings were 
unsuccessful. Seventy-four percent (74%) of the explosive devices detonated as planned, and incendiary 
devices functioned 70% of the time. 


Bombings involving explosive devices declined 7% overall. There were 1,457 explosive bombings in 
1996 and 1,562 in 1995. Attempted explosive bombings increased by 17%. There were 504 attempted 
bombings in 1996 versus 417 in 1996. Pipe Bombs accounted for 31% of all improvised explosive devices. 


Bombings involving incendiary devices increased 5% overall. In 1996, there 
were 427 incendiary bombings versus 1995 when there were 406. Attempted 
incendiary bombings decreased by 4% trom 192 incidents in 1995 to 185 
in 1996, 


injuries, Deaths, and Property Damage 


Injuries in 1996 increased 33% from 1995, excluding the 518 people injured 
in Oklahoma. Bombs killed 23 people in 1996, which is lower than 1995 
because of Oklahoma City; however, excluding the 168 people killed, there 
is only a slight decrease. 


Property damage trom bombings in 1996 amounted to 5.0 million dollars. 
With the exclusion of the Oklahoma City damages, this amount sustained 
a slight decrease from 1995 to 1996. 


Recoveries of Improvised Devices and Military Ordnance 


To be tabulated as a recovery, the device must have been without a target. 
Examples of this are devices seized during routine traffic stops or in searches 
of residences. There were 730 incidents in which there was a recovery of 
an improvised explosive or incendiary device. In addition, there were 667 
incidents in which military ordnance was retrieved. Many times these were 
war souvenirs. 


There were 643 incidents involving hoax devices in 1996. This is an increase 
of 25% versus 1995 (481 hoax devices). Fourteen percent (14%) of these 
were preceded by a threatening note, letter, or telephone call to the 
establishment or individual target. For our purposes suspicious packages, 
such as unclaimed luggage in an airport or an accidentally forgotten briefcase, 
were not tabulated as hoaxes even if the bomb squad was called. This ts 
because there was no target or intention for mischief associated with the 
forgotten items. 
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* The 1993 damage figure includes $510 million damage done to 2295 
the World Trade Center building by a bomb on 

February 26, 1993. The persons injured figure for 1993 
includes the 1,042 persons who were injured 1946 


in the same bombing. 
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actual and attempted incidents 
** The 1995 damage figure includes $100 million 


damage done to the Murrah Federal Building 884 
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on April 19, 1995. 702 

The persons injured 681 


and death figures 

for 1995 includes 

the 518 persons injured 
and 168 killed 

in the same bombing. 
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TARGET EXPLOSIVE INCENDIARY PROPERTY DAMAGE 
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES — 
Private Residences 119 85 $752,185 
Mailboxes/Other Private Property 865 203 443,864 
COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES -- So 
Financial Institutions 10 6 58,625 
Commercial/Retail 101 49 854,995 
Restaurants 34 13 18,750 
Offices 11 4 29,650 
Other Commercial Operations 38 15 23,690 
VEHICLES seumpeumesiemenennns - - . 
Automobiles 187 122 808,351 
Other Vehicles 9 2 1,100 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT PROPERTY 
Postal Facilities/Equipment 29 - 6,957 
Law Enforcement/Judiciary 15 4 1,000 
Military Facilities 1 1 - 
Other Federal Government 4 3 10 
UTILITIES 
Electric Facilities 3 - 250,600 
Nuclear Facilities - - ° 
Water/Sewer 7 - 50 
MEDICAL FACILITIES - meee 
Hospitals - 1 500 
Abortion Clinics 2 1 150 
Other Medical Facilities . 2 1,200 
OTHER TARGETS 
State/Local Government Property 52 2 31,025 
Law Enforcement/Judiciary 9 1 50,550 
Bridge/Highway 46 7 100 
Academic Facilities 93 19 31,470 
Radio/Television/Telecommunications 12 - 7,208 
Church/Synagogue/Temple 17 20 1,015,200 
Vending Machines 15 - 7,175 
Open Area 164 38 1,405 
Other 75 9 685,425 
Accidental Detonation/Unknown Target 43 5 2,460 
TOTALS 1,961 612 $5,083,695 
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12:;0lam 6:0lam 12:01pm 6;01pm- 
-6am -Noon -6pm Midnight 


RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES [ 
Private Residences 86 20 40 58 
Mailboxes/Other Private Property 394 122 171 381 
COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES 
Financial Institutions 5 3 7 1 
Commercial/Retail 74 28 20 28 
Restaurants 20 7 7 13 
Offices 4 3 2 6 
Other Commercial Operations 21 9 12 11 
VEHICLES 
Automobiles 154 46 33 76 
Other Vehicles 6 1 2 2 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT PROPERTY 
Postal Facilities/Equipment 5 2 8 14 
Law Enforcement/Judiciary 9 4 - 6 
Military Facilities 1 1 = o 
Other Federal Government - 4 2 1 
UTILITIES 
Electric Facilities 2 -_ - 1 
Nuclear Facilities - = = -~ 
Water/Sewer 1 6 = « 
MEDICAL FACILITIES 
Hospitals - 1 ~ = 
Abortion Clinics 1 - 2 ~ 
Other Medical Facilities - - 1 1 
OTHER TARGETS 
State/Local Government Property 22 5 13 14 
Law Enforcement/Judiciary 3 3 4 ” 
Bridge/Highway 18 15 11 9 
Academic Facilities 32 39 19 22 
Radio/TV/Telecommunications 7 2 1 2 
Church/Synagogue/Temple 13 6 7 11 
Vending Machines 10 - 2 3 
Open Area 39 36 72 55 
Other 20 15 30 19 
Accidental Detonation/Unknown Target 8 9 19 12 
Totals: 955 887 #4485 #746 
Includes both explosive and incendiary incidents. Grand Total: 2,573 
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Pipe Bombs 


Account 
for 0 
31% 
of all 
Improvised 
Explosive 
Devices 
- 0, Black /Smokeless 
Total 71% Powder/Pyrodex 
1,158 
4q 16% Unknown 


— 4% Pyrotechnics/Fireworks/Flash Powder 


— 4 3 % Match Heads 
— 43% High Explosives 


sen, “~~ 2% improvised Mixtures 
“1% Chemical Mixtures 


improvised Explosive Devices «Total - 


2% Match Heads 3,373 


a Seen eer " —— te i) 


Pe ye y 
ane 
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* Totals reflect improvised explosive devices used in bombings as well as devices that were 
recovered, for example, i. a search of a residence. 
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Gains eS... 


TYPE of FUZING for IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE and INCENDIARY DEVICES 
Electrical 187 
Non-Electrical 2,304 
Unknown 188 


INITIATING METHODS for IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE and 
INCENDIARY DEVICES 


Delay 1,985 
Booby-Trapped 60 
Command Remote Controlled 15 
Radio Controlled 
Action 


Unknown 


FUNCTIONING of IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE and INCENDIARY DEVICES 
Impact 301 
Clock/Mechanical Delay 32 
Burning Delay 1,509 
Chemical Delay 439 
Electrical/Electronic Delay 112 


Pressure Activated 


Pressure Release Activated 
Pull/Push Activated 
Tension Release Activated 
Other 
Unknown 


Numbers reflect improvised explosive and incendiary 
devices used in bombings as well as devices that were 
recovered, for example, in a search of a residence. 
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People Involved 
in Bombing 
and Hoax 
Device 
Incidents 


Acquaintance/ 
Neighbor 


Motivations 
in Bombing 
and Hoax Device Incidents 


S 


Vandalism 


Mischief 


Unknown 


CALIFORNIA 


ILLINOIS 


FLORIDA 


KENTUCKY 


TEXAS 


WEST VIRGINIA 


CALIFORNIA 
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TOP FIVE STATES FOR RECOVERIES 


baad oes Number of Incidents 
% 1,831 
122 ’ 
- Pounds of 
ounds o 
= 13 High Explosives 
‘| 78 4,990 
78 Pounds of Low 
Explosives 
TOP FIVE STATES FO? POUNDS 434 


3,719 | 


2,067 Number of Detonators 
ane 13,219 
es 
Feet of 
vee Detonating Cord/ 
Safety Fuse 
—_ 27,833 


TOP FIVE STATES FOR DETONATORS 


4,428 | 
1,334 | Number of 
Grenades 
896 506 
764 Pounds of 
, Blasting Agents 
681 8,553 


Information courtesy of the 


Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
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HOAX DEVICES BY TARGET 


Government Properties 9% 


PRECEDED te) 


TARGET BY A rHREA? 
THREAT 


Residential Properties Lr 
Commercial/Retail 
Offices 


Financial Institutions This is a 
Academic Facilities 2 5 Of 
Government Properties 0 
Vehicles increase in 
Medical Facilities einen Gavece 
incidents over 


Law Enforcement/ 1995 Hoaxes. 


Judiciary 

RAGE TROVINOY 14% of incidents involving 
Communications sone Gand ona 
Ott oax a Gas precede 
TOTAL by a threatening note, letter 


or telephone call. 


Residential Properties 22% 
Other 10% 
Radio/Television/ \ 3% 


Communications 


Medical Facililites 2% 
Law Enforcement/ 2% - 


Judiciary , 
7% 


Vehicles 


Academic Facilities 7% 


Financial Institutions 13% 


Offices 2% 
Commercial/Retail 23% 
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Letter and Package Bomb Indicators 


Excessive 


Restrictive Mailed from ' 
Markings — Foreign Country Postage 
No Return Pa Dp ele [f] Misspelled 
Address mo Words 
0clAl on Addressed 


Wires 


Oily Stains 
on 
Wrapper 


li veRY G ENER AL DUNN to Titled Only 


FT. DIXONN.Y 


13507 8 


Badly or 
Typed Bulky 
or Written 

Wrong Title Treat it 


with Name 


as Suspect! 
Isolate It! 


Lopsided 


PRECAUTIONS 


1. Never accept mail, especially packages, at 
your home in a foreign area 


2. Make sure family members and clerical staff 
know to refuse all unexpected mail at home 
or office 


3. Remember - it May Be A Bomb - 
Treat It as Suspect 


_j) Excessive Postage 
_j Incorrect Titles 
_j Titles but No Names 


_) Misspellings of Common Words 


_ Lopsided or Uneven Envelope 
_ Protruding Wires or Tinfoil 
Visual Distractions 


Restrictive Markings such as Confidential, 


| 
_j Foreign Mail, Air Mall and Special Delivery 
J 

Personal, etc. 


_) Oily Stains or Discolorations 


_| No Return Address 1 Hand Written or Poorly Typed Addresses 


_) Excessive Securing Material such 
as Masking Tape, String, etc. 


Jj Excessive Weight 


_ Rigid Envelope 


FBI BOMB DATA CENTER 
(202) 324-2696 
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Available from the Bomb Data Center upon request. 


Bomb Scene Card 


Bomb Threat Cards 


...and in Spanish 


e* 
> 


...in English 


Cut or Copy 


Name (Last, First, M.): 


Address: 


City, State, Zip Code: 


Telephone Number (/ncluding area code): 


Please send me the following items: 


= 


a. & & & & 


Bomb Threat Card (English) 
Bomb Threat Card (Spanish) 
Bomb Scene Card 


Suspicious Package Poster 


. Mail: 
Bomb Data Center F3/ Bomb Data Center 
dns ae Bs JEH Building 
REQUEST FORM Room 18327, Box #22 


935 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20535-0001 


Fax: (202) 324-3784 
E-mail: /jabeubdc @fbi.gov 


Fax Nuniber (/ncluding area code): 


— __ 


Bomb Threat Challenge (Publication) 


Physical Security Guidelines (Publication) 


Other (Please Specify) 


Reproduction Authority Granted by Bomb Data Center: 


Signature 


Printed Last Name: 


Please allow 2 - 3 weeks for delivery 


Js 


y & 
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